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Genesis 12:1-7 
English Standard Version (ESV) 

The Call of Abram 

12 Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father's 

house to the land that I will show you. 2 And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you 

and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and him 

who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

4 So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years 

old when he departed from Haran. 5 And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's son, and 

all their possessions that they had gathered, and the people that they had acquired in Haran, and they 

set out to go to the land of Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan, 6 Abram passed through 

the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the 

land. 7 Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he 

built there an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 

 

Exodus 3 
English Standard Version (ESV) 

The Burning Bush 

3 Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of Midian, and he led his 

flock to the west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 And the angel of 

the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush. He looked, and behold, the 

bush was burning, yet it was not consumed. 3 And Moses said, “I will turn aside to see this great 

sight, why the bush is not burned.”4 When the LORD saw that he turned aside to see, God called to 

him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” 5 Then he said, “Do not come 

near; take your sandals off your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” 6 And 

he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 

Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 

7 Then the LORD said, “I have surely seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt and have 

heard their cry because of their taskmasters. I know their sufferings, 8 and I have come down to 

deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a good and 

broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the 



Biblical Excerpts 2 

Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites.9 And now, behold, the cry of the people of 

Israel has come to me, and I have also seen the oppression with which the Egyptians oppress 

them.10 Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring my people, the children of Israel, out of 

Egypt.” 11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the children of 

Israel out of Egypt?”12 He said, “But I will be with you, and this shall be the sign for you, that I have 

sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain.” 

13 Then Moses said to God, “If I come to the people of Israel and say to them, ‘The God of your 

fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?” 14 God 

said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And he said, “Say this to the people of Israel: ‘I AM has sent me to 

you.’” 15 God also said to Moses, “Say this to the people of Israel: ‘The LORD, the God of your 

fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This 

is my name forever, and thus I am to be remembered throughout all generations. 16 Go and gather 

the elders of Israel together and say to them, ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of 

Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, has appeared to me, saying, “I have observed you and what has 

been done to you in Egypt, 17 and I promise that I will bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt to 

the land of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, a 

land flowing with milk and honey.”’ 18 And they will listen to your voice, and you and the elders of 

Israel shall go to the king of Egypt and say to him, ‘The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, has met 

with us; and now, please let us go a three days' journey into the wilderness, that we may sacrifice to 

the LORD our God.’19 But I know that the king of Egypt will not let you go unless compelled by a 

mighty hand. 20 So I will stretch out my hand and strike Egypt with all the wonders that I will do in 

it; after that he will let you go. 21 And I will give this people favor in the sight of the Egyptians; and 

when you go, you shall not go empty, 22 but each woman shall ask of her neighbor, and any woman 

who lives in her house, for silver and gold jewelry, and for clothing. You shall put them on your 

sons and on your daughters. So you shall plunder the Egyptians.” 

 

Exodus 13:17-14:31 
English Standard Version (ESV) 

Pillars of Cloud and Fire 

17 When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them by way of the land of the Philistines, 

although that was near. For God said, “Lest the people change their minds when they see war and 

return to Egypt.” 18 But God led the people around by the way of the wilderness toward the Red Sea. 

And the people of Israel went up out of the land of Egypt equipped for battle. 19 Moses took the 
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bones of Joseph with him, for Joseph had made the sons of Israel solemnly swear, saying, “God will 

surely visit you, and you shall carry up my bones with you from here.” 20 And they moved on from 

Succoth and encamped at Etham, on the edge of the wilderness.21 And the LORD went before them 

by day in a pillar of cloud to lead them along the way, and by night in a pillar of fire to give them 

light, that they might travel by day and by night. 22 The pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by 

night did not depart from before the people. 

Crossing the Red Sea 

14 Then the LORD said to Moses, 2 “Tell the people of Israel to turn back and encamp in front of 

Pi-hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea, in front of Baal-zephon; you shall encamp facing it, by the 

sea. 3 For Pharaoh will say of the people of Israel, ‘They are wandering in the land; the wilderness has 

shut them in.’ 4 And I will harden Pharaoh's heart, and he will pursue them, and I will get glory over 

Pharaoh and all his host, and the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD.” And they did so. 

5 When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled, the mind of Pharaoh and his servants 

was changed toward the people, and they said, “What is this we have done, that we have let Israel go 

from serving us?”6 So he made ready his chariot and took his army with him, 7 and took six hundred 

chosen chariots and all the other chariots of Egypt with officers over all of 

them. 8 And the LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he pursued the people of 

Israel while the people of Israel were going out defiantly. 9 The Egyptians pursued them, all 

Pharaoh's horses and chariots and his horsemen and his army, and overtook them encamped at the 

sea, by Pi-hahiroth, in front of Baal-zephon. 

10 When Pharaoh drew near, the people of Israel lifted up their eyes, and behold, the Egyptians were 

marching after them, and they feared greatly. And the people of Israel cried out to 

the LORD. 11 They said to Moses, “Is it because there are no graves in Egypt that you have taken us 

away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us in bringing us out of Egypt?12 Is not this 

what we said to you in Egypt: ‘Leave us alone that we may serve the Egyptians’? For it would have 

been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.” 13 And Moses said to the 

people, “Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of the LORD, which he will work for you today. 

For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall never see again. 14 The LORD will fight for you, and 

you have only to be silent.” 

15 The LORD said to Moses, “Why do you cry to me? Tell the people of Israel to go forward. 16 Lift up 

your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the people of Israel may go 

through the sea on dry ground. 17 And I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they shall go 

in after them, and I will get glory over Pharaoh and all his host, his chariots, and his 
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horsemen. 18 And the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I have gotten glory over 

Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horsemen.” 

19 Then the angel of God who was going before the host of Israel moved and went behind them, and 

the pillar of cloud moved from before them and stood behind them, 20 coming between the host of 

Egypt and the host of Israel. And there was the cloud and the darkness. And it lit up the 

night without one coming near the other all night. 

21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the LORD drove the sea back by a strong east 

wind all night and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided. 22 And the people of Israel 

went into the midst of the sea on dry ground, the waters being a wall to them on their right hand 

and on their left. 23 The Egyptians pursued and went in after them into the midst of the sea, all 

Pharaoh's horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. 24 And in the morning watch the LORD in the pillar 

of fire and of cloud looked down on the Egyptian forces and threw the Egyptian forces into a 

panic, 25 clogging their chariot wheels so that they drove heavily. And the Egyptians said, “Let us flee 

from before Israel, for the LORD fights for them against the Egyptians.” 

26 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, that the water may come back 

upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen.” 27 So Moses stretched out his 

hand over the sea, and the sea returned to its normal course when the morning appeared. And as the 

Egyptians fled into it, the LORD threw the Egyptians into the midst of the sea. 28 The waters returned 

and covered the chariots and the horsemen; of all the host of Pharaoh that had followed them into 

the sea, not one of them remained. 29 But the people of Israel walked on dry ground through the sea, 

the waters being a wall to them on their right hand and on their left. 

30 Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians 

dead on the seashore. 31 Israel saw the great power that the LORD used against the Egyptians, so the 

people feared the LORD, and they believed in the LORD and in his servant Moses. 

 

Exodus 16 
English Standard Version (ESV) 

Bread from Heaven 

16 They set out from Elim, and all the congregation of the people of Israel came to the wilderness 

of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after they had 

departed from the land of Egypt. 2 And the whole congregation of the people of Israel grumbled 

against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness, 3 and the people of Israel said to them, “Would that we 
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had died by the hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the meat pots and ate bread 

to the full, for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.” 

4 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Behold, I am about to rain bread from heaven for you, and the 

people shall go out and gather a day's portion every day, that I may test them, whether they will walk 

in my law or not.5 On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as much as 

they gather daily.” 6 So Moses and Aaron said to all the people of Israel, “At evening you shall know 

that it was the LORD who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 7 and in the morning you shall see 

the glory of the LORD, because he has heard your grumbling against the LORD. For what are we, that 

you grumble against us?” 8 And Moses said, “When the LORD gives you in the evening meat to eat 

and in the morning bread to the full, because the LORD has heard your grumbling that you grumble 

against him—what are we? Your grumbling is not against us but against the LORD.” 

9 Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the people of Israel, ‘Come near 

before the LORD, for he has heard your grumbling.’”10 And as soon as Aaron spoke to the whole 

congregation of the people of Israel, they looked toward the wilderness, and behold, the glory of 

the LORD appeared in the cloud. 11 And the LORD said to Moses, 12 “I have heard the grumbling of 

the people of Israel. Say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall be 

filled with bread. Then you shall know that I am the LORD your God.’” 

13 In the evening quail came up and covered the camp, and in the morning dew lay around the 

camp. 14 And when the dew had gone up, there was on the face of the wilderness a fine, flake-like 

thing, fine as frost on the ground. 15 When the people of Israel saw it, they said to one 

another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. And Moses said to them, “It is the bread 

that the LORD has given you to eat. 16 This is what the LORD has commanded: ‘Gather of it, each one 

of you, as much as he can eat. You shall each take an omer, according to the number of the persons 

that each of you has in his tent.’” 17 And the people of Israel did so. They gathered, some more, some 

less. 18 But when they measured it with an omer, whoever gathered much had nothing left over, and 

whoever gathered little had no lack. Each of them gathered as much as he could eat. 19 And Moses 

said to them, “Let no one leave any of it over till the morning.” 20 But they did not listen to Moses. 

Some left part of it till the morning, and it bred worms and stank. And Moses was angry with 

them. 21 Morning by morning they gathered it, each as much as he could eat; but when the sun grew 

hot, it melted. 

22 On the sixth day they gathered twice as much bread, two omers each. And when all the leaders of 

the congregation came and told Moses, 23 he said to them, “This is what the LORD has commanded: 

‘Tomorrow is a day of solemn rest, a holy Sabbath to the LORD; bake what you will bake and boil 

what you will boil, and all that is left over lay aside to be kept till the morning.’” 24 So they laid it 
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aside till the morning, as Moses commanded them, and it did not stink, and there were no worms in 

it. 25 Moses said, “Eat it today, for today is a Sabbath to the LORD; today you will not find it in the 

field. 26 Six days you shall gather it, but on the seventh day, which is a Sabbath, there will be none.” 

27 On the seventh day some of the people went out to gather, but they found none. 28 And 

the LORD said to Moses, “How long will you refuse to keep my commandments and my laws? 29 See! 

The LORD has given you the Sabbath; therefore on the sixth day he gives you bread for two days. 

Remain each of you in his place; let no one go out of his place on the seventh day.” 30 So the 

people rested on the seventh day. 

31 Now the house of Israel called its name manna. It was like coriander seed, white, and the taste of it 

was like wafers made with honey. 32 Moses said, “This is what the LORD has commanded: ‘Let an 

omer of it be kept throughout your generations, so that they may see the bread with which I fed you 

in the wilderness, when I brought you out of the land of Egypt.’”33 And Moses said to Aaron, “Take 

a jar, and put an omer of manna in it, and place it before the LORD to be kept throughout your 

generations.”34 As the LORD commanded Moses, so Aaron placed it before the testimony to be 

kept. 35 The people of Israel ate the manna forty years, till they came to a habitable land. They ate the 

manna till they came to the border of the land of Canaan. 36 (An omer is the tenth part of an ephah.) 

 

Numbers 21:4-9 
English Standard Version (ESV) 

The Bronze Serpent 

4 From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom. And the 

people became impatient on the way. 5 And the people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why 

have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, 

and we loathe this worthless food.” 6 Then the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they 

bit the people, so that many people of Israel died. 7 And the people came to Moses and said, “We 

have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD and against you. Pray to the LORD, that he take 

away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8 And the LORD said to Moses, “Make 

a fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, shall 

live.” 9 So Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, he would 

look at the bronze serpent and live. 
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Joshua 3 
English Standard Version (ESV) 

Israel Crosses the Jordan 

3 Then Joshua rose early in the morning and they set out from Shittim. And they came to the 

Jordan, he and all the people of Israel, and lodged there before they passed over. 2 At the end of 

three days the officers went through the camp 3 and commanded the people, “As soon as you see the 

ark of the covenant of the LORD your God being carried by the Levitical priests, then you shall set 

out from your place and follow it. 4 Yet there shall be a distance between you and it, about 2,000 

cubits in length. Do not come near it, in order that you may know the way you shall go, for you have 

not passed this way before.” 5 Then Joshua said to the people, “Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow 

the LORD will do wonders among you.” 6 And Joshua said to the priests, “Take up the ark of the 

covenant and pass on before the people.” So they took up the ark of the covenant and went before 

the people. 

7 The LORD said to Joshua, “Today I will begin to exalt you in the sight of all Israel, that they may 

know that, as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. 8 And as for you, command the priests who 

bear the ark of the covenant, ‘When you come to the brink of the waters of the Jordan, you shall 

stand still in the Jordan.’” 9 And Joshua said to the people of Israel, “Come here and listen to the 

words of the LORD your God.” 10 And Joshua said, “Here is how you shall know that the living God 

is among you and that he will without fail drive out from before you the Canaanites, the Hittites, the 

Hivites, the Perizzites, the Girgashites, the Amorites, and the Jebusites. 11 Behold, the ark of the 

covenant of the Lord of all the earth is passing over before you into the Jordan. 12 Now 

therefore take twelve men from the tribes of Israel, from each tribe a man. 13 And when the soles of 

the feet of the priests bearing the ark of the LORD, the Lord of all the earth, shall rest in the waters 

of the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan shall be cut off from flowing, and the waters coming down 

from above shall stand in one heap.” 

14 So when the people set out from their tents to pass over the Jordan with the priests bearing the ark 

of the covenant before the people, 15 and as soon as those bearing the ark had come as far as the 

Jordan, and the feet of the priests bearing the ark were dipped in the brink of the water (now the 

Jordan overflows all its banks throughout the time of harvest),16 the waters coming down from above 

stood and rose up in a heap very far away, at Adam, the city that is beside Zarethan, and those 

flowing down toward the Sea of the Arabah, the Salt Sea, were completely cut off. And the people 

passed over opposite Jericho. 17 Now the priests bearing the ark of the covenant of the LORD stood 
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firmly on dry ground in the midst of the Jordan, and all Israel was passing over on dry ground until 

all the nation finished passing over the Jordan. 

 

Psalm 84 
English Standard Version (ESV) 

My Soul Longs for the Courts of the LORD 

To the choirmaster: according to The Gittith. A Psalm of the Sons of Korah. 

84 How lovely is your dwelling place, 

    O LORD of hosts! 

2 My soul longs, yes, faints 

    for the courts of the LORD; 

my heart and flesh sing for joy 

    to the living God. 

3 Even the sparrow finds a home, 

    and the swallow a nest for herself, 

    where she may lay her young, 

at your altars, O LORD of hosts, 

    my King and my God. 

4 Blessed are those who dwell in your house, 

    ever singing your praise! Selah 

5 Blessed are those whose strength is in you, 

    in whose heart are the highways to Zion. 

6 As they go through the Valley of Baca 

    they make it a place of springs; 

    the early rain also covers it with pools. 

7 They go from strength to strength; 

    each one appears before God in Zion. 

8 O LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer; 

    give ear, O God of Jacob! Selah 

9 Behold our shield, O God; 

    look on the face of your anointed! 

10 For a day in your courts is better 

    than a thousand elsewhere. 
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I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God 

    than dwell in the tents of wickedness. 

11 For the LORD God is a sun and shield; 

    the LORD bestows favor and honor. 

No good thing does he withhold 

    from those who walk uprightly. 

12 O LORD of hosts, 

    blessed is the one who trusts in you! 
 

Psalm 122 
English Standard Version (ESV) 

Let Us Go to the House of the LORD 

A Song of Ascents. Of David. 

122 I was glad when they said to me, 

    “Let us go to the house of the LORD!” 

2 Our feet have been standing 

    within your gates, O Jerusalem! 

3 Jerusalem—built as a city 

    that is bound firmly together, 

4 to which the tribes go up, 

    the tribes of the LORD, 

as was decreed for Israel, 

    to give thanks to the name of the LORD. 

5 There thrones for judgment were set, 

    the thrones of the house of David. 

6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem! 

    “May they be secure who love you! 

7 Peace be within your walls 

    and security within your towers!” 

8 For my brothers and companions' sake 

    I will say, “Peace be within you!” 

9 For the sake of the house of the LORD our God, 

    I will seek your good. 
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Luke 2:21-52 
English Standard Version (ESV) 

21 And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name given by the 

angel before he was conceived in the womb. 

Jesus Presented at the Temple 

22 And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they brought him 

up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male 

who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24 and to offer a sacrifice according to 

what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25 Now there was 

a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting 

for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had been revealed to him 

by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 27 And he came 

in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him 

according to the custom of the Law, 28 he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 

29 “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 

    according to your word; 

30 for my eyes have seen your salvation 

31     that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

    and for glory to your people Israel.” 

33 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him.34 And Simeon blessed them 

and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, 

and for a sign that is opposed 35 (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that 

thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 

36 And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was 

advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, 37 and then 

as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting 

and prayer night and day. 38 And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to 

speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
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The Return to Nazareth 

39 And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned into 

Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40 And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. 

And the favor of God was upon him. 

The Boy Jesus in the Temple 

41 Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 42 And when he was 

twelve years old, they went up according to custom. 43 And when the feast was ended, as they were 

returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, 44 but supposing 

him to be in the group they went a day's journey, but then they began to search for him among their 

relatives and acquaintances, 45 and when they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem, searching 

for him.46 After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to 

them and asking them questions. 47 And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his 

answers. 48 And when his parents saw him, they were astonished. And his mother said to him, “Son, 

why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been searching for you in great 

distress.” 49 And he said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be 

in my Father's house?” 50 And they did not understand the saying that he spoke to them. 51 And he 

went down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them. And his mother treasured 

up all these things in her heart. 

52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man. 

 

Hebrews 11 
English Standard Version (ESV) 

By Faith 

11 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2 For by it the 

people of old received their commendation.3 By faith we understand that the universe was created 

by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible. 

4 By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he was 

commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts. And through his faith, 

though he died, he still speaks. 5 By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death, and he 

was not found, because God had taken him. Now before he was taken he was commended as 

having pleased God. 6 And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near 
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to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. 7 By faith Noah, being 

warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving 

of his household. By this he condemned the world and became an heir of the righteousness that 

comes by faith. 

8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an 

inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. 9 By faith he went to live in the land 

of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same 

promise. 10 For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder 

is God. 11 By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was past the age, since 

she considered him faithful who had promised. 12 Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, 

were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of 

sand by the seashore. 

13 These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and greeted 

them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles* on the earth. 14 For 

people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15 If they had been thinking of 

that land from which they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 But as it is, 

they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their 

God, for he has prepared for them a city. 

17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises 

was in the act of offering up his only son, 18 of whom it was said, “Through Isaac shall your offspring 

be named.” 19 He considered that God was able even to raise him from the dead, from which, 

figuratively speaking, he did receive him back. 20 By faith Isaac invoked future blessings on Jacob and 

Esau. 21 By faith Jacob, when dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, bowing in worship over the 

head of his staff. 22 By faith Joseph, at the end of his life, made mention of the exodus of the 

Israelites and gave directions concerning his bones. 

23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his parents, because they saw 

that the child was beautiful, and they were not afraid of the king's edict. 24 By faith Moses, when he 

was grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, 25 choosing rather to be mistreated 

with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. 26 He considered the reproach of 

Christ greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward. 27 By faith he left 

Egypt, not being afraid of the anger of the king, for he endured as seeing him who is invisible. 28 By 

                                                 
* KJV “pilgrims,” Vulgate peregrini 
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faith he kept the Passover and sprinkled the blood, so that the Destroyer of the firstborn might not 

touch them. 

29 By faith the people crossed the Red Sea as on dry land, but the Egyptians, when they attempted to 

do the same, were drowned. 30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they had been encircled 

for seven days. 31 By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, 

because she had given a friendly welcome to the spies. 

32 And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, 

of David and Samuel and the prophets—33 who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, 

obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of 

the sword, were made strong out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to 

flight. 35 Women received back their dead by resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept 

release, so that they might rise again to a better life. 36 Others suffered mocking and flogging, and 

even chains and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with the 

sword. They went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated—38 of whom the 

world was not worthy—wandering about in deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the 

earth. 

39 And all these, though commended through their faith, did not receive what was promised, 40 since 

God had provided something better for us, that apart from us they should not be made perfect. 

 

1 Peter 2:1-12 
English Standard Version (ESV) 

A Living Stone and a Holy People 

2 So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander. 2 Like newborn 

infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation— 3 if indeed you 

have tasted that the Lord is good. 

4 As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and 

precious, 5 you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy 

priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in 

Scripture: 

“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, 

    a cornerstone chosen and precious, 

and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
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7 So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, 

“The stone that the builders rejected 

    has become the cornerstone,” 

8 and 

“A stone of stumbling, 

    and a rock of offense.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 

9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that 

you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous 

light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received 

mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

11 Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles1 to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage 

war against your soul. 12 Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak 

against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation. 

 

                                                 
1 KJV “pilgrims,” Vulgate peregrinos 
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